Mayn rue-plats (My Resting Place)
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MAYN RUE-PLATS

Poem by Morris Rosenfeld {1862-1923), known as the sweatshop poet. Rosenfeld’s poems, which Upton Sinclair in 1915
called “the genuine voice of the sweatshop workers,” were the first Yiddish poems to be translated into English and other
janguages.

Nit zukh mikh vu di mirtn grinen Nit zukh mikh vu di feygl zingen
Gefinst mikh dortn nit, mayn shats. Gefinst mikh dortn nit, mayn shats
Vu lebns velkn bay mashinen, A shklaf bin ikh vu keytn klingen,
Dortn iz mayn rue-plats. Dortn iz mayn rue-plats.

Un libstu mikh mit varer libe

To kum tsu mir, mayn guter shats.
 Un hayter oyf mayn harts dos tribe
Un makh mir zis mayn rue-plats.

And (if} you love me with true love

UN LIBSTU MIKH MIT VARER LIBE

then come to me my good dear one.

TO KUM TSU MIR, MAYN GUTER SHATS.

and excite my heart ‘the  gioomy

UN HAYTER OYF MAYN HARTS DOS TRIBE

and make {far) me sweet my rasting place

UN MAKH MIR ZIS MAYN RUE-PLATS.

and make (for) me sweet my resting place

UN MAKH MIR ZIS MAYN RUE-PLATS.

Full transiation:

Don’t look for me where mynties grow, you will nct find me there, my love.
Where lives wither at machines - that is my resting place.

Don't look for me where birds sing, you will not find me there, my love.

| am a slave and where chains ring, that is my resting place.

Not where fountains splash but where tears flow and teeth gnash,

That is my resting place.

And if you love me truly, coms lighten my heart and sweeten my resting place.



